BIMBISARA 


Dutiful son, doting father, capable general, wise ruler — Bimbisara 

. had earned the right to grow old in peace; but his son had other 
plans for him. Through his darkest hours Bimbisara was sustained by 
the gentle teachings of his royal-born friend Gautama Buddha, who 
had renounced his own kingdom. Bimbisara, on the other hand, 
spent а lifetime building his kingdom of Magadha around 
present-day Bihar. We get a glimpse of the life and times of this great 
king, who lived nearly 2500 years ago, in the Buddhist and Jain 
literature of the period. 
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BHATTIYA, THE RULER OF MAGADHA, WAS RETURNING 
70 HIS CAPITAL AT RAJAGRIHA AFTER Å BATTLE 
WITH BRAHMADATTA, THE KING OF ANGA. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA BIMBISARA 
IS TIME TO 
THINK OF MY 


THE NEXT MORNING BHATTI ZA 
STARED THOUGHTFULLY INTO 


“Г. ANOTHER GRAY 
HAIR! 
CX 


HOU HAVE TO EAT THE 


KAJLI IN THE BASKET ZS 
— AND DRINK SOME OF መ 
ZA THE WATER SEALED Å 
ØRN IN THE EARTHEN А 
re POT... 


SOON; MY 
LORD! 


EK TA, ` 
ኣነ ከር ያሉ NN 


ДЕЛ 
к. ° Say 
аа “ “ KAY 


| YES, MY QUEEN. 
| IT WOULD BE 


BIRTHRIGHT OF 
THE ELDEST? 
OR 16 THERE 


к? 
WHO DO YOU THINK 4 
SHOULD BE THE 
CROWN PRINCE P 
A CHOICE? 
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Жы: 


THE BASKET OR 
BREAKING THE 


AND THE MOST 
INTELLIGENS 

SHOULD BE 
CHOSEN, 


BIMBISARA 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
AG THE ELDEST PRINCE CAME OUT, THE INSIDE THE ROOM ALLOTTED 
SECOND AND THE THIRD WERE ALREADY 70 B/IMB/SARA— ry 5 IF YOU 
CAN'T GET OVER 


THERE. 
IT N IT CERTAINLY CAN'T. AND y 2 AN OBSTA 
CANNOT ም ІМ SURE BIMBISARA WILL š THROUGH [^w 
D ON = АМ < " 
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B045? | AN IMPOSSIBLE j WE 


THE KING AND THE THREE PRINCES RUSHED INTO B/MB/SARAS ROOM. 
y S T 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA BIMBISARA 


JUST WHEN THEY WERE ABOUT TO BEGIN — 


DISCRETION IS AND THEY FLED. AS THE DOGS WERE 
THE BETTER PART ABOUT 70 POUNCE ON BIMBISARA ++. 
LEE, ” 


THE HUNGRY DOGS SETTLED DOW TO EAT 
WHILE BIMBISARA WENT ON WITH HIS MEAL, 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE VERY NEXT DAY THE MING CALLED =Z 
AN ASSEMBLY OF HIS MINISTERS 
AND PROMINENT CITIZENS. 


BIMBISARA 
HAS PROVED To 


Se 


FATT 


(LANGA AND SUBPUE 
= BRAHMADATTA. 


DON’T BE IN A HURRY, == 
SON ! BRAHMADATTA 


BIMBISARA 


BEFORE LONG, THE KING THOUGH YOUNG IN YEARS, 


PASSED 
WAY ANP BIMBISARA, WHO NAS BARELY | B/MBISARA HAD ALREADY 
"EEN, ASCENDED THE THRONE. FORMED A CLEAR PLAN TO 


EXPAND THE MAGADHAN 
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THERE WERE ALSO SH/RM/SHES WT 
THE POWERFUL LICHCHHAVW/S, | 


BIMBISARA THREATENS 
WAR ! BUT | DO NOT WANT 
THE KING OF MAGADHA 


JUDGEMENT, 
CHETAKA. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


CHETAKA CALLED ОУ BIMBISARA. 


I COME TO OFFER AND | ACCEPT 
YOU THE HAND OF ይ IT WITH 
MY DAUGHTER PLEASURE. 
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THE LICHCHHAY! CONNECTION 
INCREASED THE POWER 
AND PRESTIGE OF THE 

MAGADHAN EMPIRE, я 
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| HAVE NEWS ላ 
FOR YOU, MY LORD! | 

MAGADHA WILL | 
SOON HAVE / 
A PRINCE. < 


CHELLANA, YOU HAVE MADE 

ME HAPPY AND PROUD! 
MAY THE PRINCE BE 

AJATASHATRU !* 


mur 
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ONE WHO /8 EVER VICTORIOUS. 40 
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BIMBISARA 


му AJATASHATRU ! HOW 
FOND HAVE I GROWN OF 
HIM ALREADY! TAKE 
CARE OF YOURSELF, 
MY QUEEN. 


AG THE DAY OF THE BIRTH OF THE 
ROYAL CHILD DREW NEAR, BIMBISARA HAD 
TO LEAVE ONA TOUR OF THE PROVINCES. 


| СОМЕ TO TAKE 
LEAVE OF «Ou; 
MY QUEEN. WHEN ይ 
| RETURN, MY : 
PRINCE IN YOURG 

ARMS WILL 

WELCOME ME! 


A FEW DAYS LATER, BIMBISARA WAS ON 
HIS WAY BACK TO AIS CAPITAL. 


RU 

y y H7 MUST HAVE COME 

ШҮУ INTO THE WORLD. MUST 
TUM HURRY HOME. 


A NEWBORN, 
SIR. HE SEEMS | 
TO BE OF NOBLE 

PARENTAGE, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE POOR THING IS 
BLEEDING ! WHO COULD 
HAVE ABANDONED 
SUCH 4 SWEET 


HE LOOKS AT 
ANY CHILD P 


AS SOON AS HE REACHED THE PALACE» |! 
BME/SARA RUSHED TO THE QUEEN'S | 
APARTMENTS. Y ; 


TAKE ы 
GOOP CARE OF 
HIM. HE SHALL BE 
А PLAYMATE ТО 
MY PRINCE! LET 
US HURRY 


THEN LET HIM NOT 
BE DISTURBED. І WILL 


BRING THE PRINCE 


BIMBISARA 


OH, GOD! 
WHAT SHALL 


SOMETHING 
SEEMS TO BE 
BOTHERING THE 


THE PRINCE HAS 
DISAPPEARED! 


CHELLANA; YOU 
KNEW THAT THE 
PRINCE WAS NOT 
IN THERE, DIDN'T 
YOU P 


l 


LOOK INTO MY 


EYES AND ANSWER 


ME, p 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FORGIVE ME, MY 
LORD. IT’S TRUE 
| ABANDONED OUR 
SON BUT I DID IT 

TO SAVE YOUR 


EVER SINCE 
THE DAY | WAS 
WITH CHILD» 

A STRANGE 
ANXIETY AND 
RESTLESSNESS 
HAD GRIPPED 


BUT IT ONLY GREW 
WORSE. 50 TAKING 


HE DIVINED THAT THE 

CHILD WHOM I CARRIED 

MIGHT ONE DAY TAKE 
YOUR LIFE የ 


I WOULD GIVE 
UP MY LIFE 
A HUNDRED 
TIMES TO BE 
ABLE TO 
FONDLE MY 
CHILD JUST 


\ WHAT HAVE | DONE ! 


OH! WHAT HAVE 
E ee 


| 


YOU FOUND 
AN INFANT P ON 


lll CHILD | FOUND BY 
ШИ THE WAYSIDE WILL 

IK TAKE THE PLACE 
OF THE ONE 
WE LOST! 


THE WAYSIDE? 
WHERE IS 
HEP 


ADVANTAGE OF 

YOUR ABSENCE 

| CONSULTED THE 
SOOTHSAYER. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA BIMBISARA 


THEN BIMBISARA ORDERED THAT THE YEARS FASSED. 
CHILD HE HAD FOUND IN THE FOREST BE 
BROUGHT IN. 
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Li py HE WIELDS HIS SWORD! | 
! е HIS SWORD 


NEVER BE USED 
AGAINST YOU, 
THE KING! 


NO HARM SHOUL 
EVER COME ТО НІ 
AND HE SHOULD 
NEVER HEAR OF 
THIS. 


HIM ! SEE HOW 
HE SMILES IN 
HIS SLEEP! 


ONE DAY AS BINBISARA TOOS 


SO THIS IS 
Å ROUND OF THE CITY — 


GAUTAMA, 
THE PRINCE OF 
KAPILAVASTU! 


BIM 
AMAR CHITRA KATHA 5 BISARA 


ar aa ере» ТНЕ 
w, TO END MISERY ГІН 
PRAY come Back’ | Ш 


| ROBES OF AN ASCETIC 

DO NOT BEFIT YOU, GAUTAMA 

COME WITH ME, PLL MAKE 

YOU THE KING OF HALF 
OF MAGADHA. 


AND TEACH US. 


BIMBISARA WALHED UP 
TO THE YOUNG ASCETIC. 


WHAT 
А COMMANDING 


FROM ANGA ARE U ONCE AGAIN BEGUN ТО 
DISTURBING, HARASS OUR PEOPLE 
ON THE di Ti 


BRAHMADATTA 
SHOULD BE TAUGHT 
A LESSON HE WILL 
NEVER FORGET ! 


SHALL MARCH 
ON ANGA AND 
YOU SHALL 
LEAD THE 
THE VERY WORDS FORCES. 
I UTTERED MANY 
"EARS AGO! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AUATASHATRU CAREFULLY 
PLANNED HIS TACTICS AND 
LED THE FORCES IN THE 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST ANGA. 


| AJATASHATRU, THE ) — /# 
CONQUEROR OF, 
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7 WOU HAVE PROVED Y 
А YOUR SELF А CLEVER 
N TG 
š ON ! 
NEI ኣክ 2 
2 ү, VICTORY 15 
= | BECAUSE OF ME, 
THE LAND I WON } 
SHOULD BE 


IF THIS 


ng BSATASHATRU REMAINED ВЕНА 
ANGA AS THE REGENT. 


BIMBISARA 
BIMB/SARA SET OUT FOR MAGADHA. 


IN THE 
DAYS TO COME 
AJATASHATRU WILL 
MAKE MAGADHA 
THE GREATEST 
POWER IN THE 


COMPASSIONATE 
FACE OFTEN 


| COMES TO MY 


MIND, I LONG 
TO MEET HIM 


YET HOW DIFFERENT 
HE IS FROM THAT 
SAKYA PRINCE WHO 
RENOUNCED HIS 
KINGDOM f 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BIMBISARA IMMEDIATELY WENT 
TO MEET THE MONA. 
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^" THE 
BUDDHA! YOU 
HAVE FOUND 
THE WAY, AND 
COME TO TEACH 


ATER WHEN BUDDHA LEFT 
MAGADHA, BIMBISARA WALKED 


HIND HIM UPTO THE BORDER... f _ 
p AO ነ; 


IT WAS DEVADATTA, BUDDHAS 
WICKED, AMBITIOUS COUSIN 

WHO ASPIRED TO BE THE 
LEADER OF THE MONKS. 


| AM AS 
CAPABLE AS MY 
COUSIN—BUT HE HAS 
WON THE PATRONAGE 
OF THE EMPEROR, AND 
PEOPLE FLOCK 


I TOO MUST 
SEEK MY PATRON— 
AJATASHATRU 5 
THE FUTURE 
EMPEROR! 


BIMBISARA 


WHEN DEVALISTTA REACHED THE COL 
THE PRINCE WAS TRYING A CASE. የው ና 


VENERABLE MONK 
\ YOU COME AT THE 
RIGHT TIME, 


THE PRINCE NARRATED THE SACTS‏ سج 
OF THE CASE 70 THE MONS,‏ 


YET THE 
PRISONER SAYS HE LIES! 
HE IS INNOCENT. /HIS RIGHT HAND 
DEVADATTA, ው. ረ 
WHAT DO HOU OFF, LET IT BE 
А LESSON TO 
OTHERS. 


A FEW MONTHS LATER — 


[/ | DON’T KNOW WHAT 
I'D DO WITHOUT 
цои, DEVADATTA! чои 
ARE SUCH А HELP 
TO ME! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I WOULD HELP YOu 
TO THE THRONE OF 
MAGADHA I «ou 
CANNOT REMAIN 
THE GOVERNOR OF 
A DISTANT 


ALL IN GOOD TIME, 
DEVADATTA. 


HOW LONG WILL YOU 
WAIT, AJATASHATRU P 
LIFE 15 SHORT. АСТ! 


ACT BEFORE IT IS 
TOO LATE, 


THE KINGDOM IN YOUR E 
HANDS— BY FORCE 
IF NECESSARY, ñ 


BIMBISARA 


FORCE DID 
YOu SAY P 


A FEW WEEKS LATER 
WHEN BIMBISARA WAS 
FAST ASLEEP AT NIGHT — 


WHO ARE YOU P YOu 
SCOUNDREL f 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


/ SIR, THE PRINCE IS 
2 | GUILTY OF А HEINOUS 
| CRIME! HE DESERVES 

THE MOST SEVERE 
PUNISHMENT! 


THE KING WOKE UP AND SAW THE 
MAN WHO HAD COME TO MILL HIM. 


DID YOU NOT 
HEAR THE ORDER 
| GAVE PRELEASE 
THE PRINCE ! 


THE KINGDOM 
IS YOURS. NOW 
IF YOU WANT 
IT. THIS DRAMA 
WAS NOT , 
NECESSARY: 


THE KINGDOM— 
BEFORE IT IS 


BIMBISARA 


MISTAKING AIS FATHER’S LOVE FOR 
WARDICE 


› AUATASHATRU PROCLAMED 


QUEEN ! WISDOM 
SHOULD DAWN 
FROM WITHIN. 4 


M INTOLERABLE ! 
A | WILL REMIND THE 
PRINCE OF HIS 
DUTIES TO HIS 
ELDERS. 


TO SAFEGUARD HIS POSITION, AJATASHATRU 
REMOVED BIMBISARA TO A PRISON CELL, 


SUARDS Ñ] 
THERE SHOULD BE GUARDS ALL DAY 
AND NIGHT HERE. NO ONE SHOULD MIN 
APPROACH THE EMPEROR $ 
WITHOUT MY PERMISSION. 


PEVIDATTA CONTINUED TO WELD HIS 


INFLUENCE ON ASATASHATRU» å 
> YW 
ч сй 


AH ! NOW YOU < 
d ARE THE RULER. BUT 
HOW SAFE ARE YOU? 
ALL THE NOBLES AND 
SOLDIERS WOULD TURN 
\ AGAINST YOU AT A SIGN 
ፐ FROM BIMBISARA ! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA BIMBISARA 


MONTHS PASSED.B/MA/SARA 
CONTINUED TO LANSUISH IN 
PRISON, AJSTASHATRU WAS 
VIRTUALLY THE RULER, 


SOON YOU WILL BECOME A FATHER, 
YOUR CHILD WILL GROW UP TO BE 
А YOUNG PRINCE. AND YOU WILL 
STILL BE A PRINCE—THOUGH OLD 
ENOUGH TO BE A KING! 


| 
و‎ MY LORD 
| TAKE HEART, мы 


QUEEN! REMEMBER 


ШИ THE PRINCE WHO 
Щ SPURNED HIS KINGDOM 
TO REDEEM 
MANKIND. 


ISSUE THE ORDER, 
AJATASHATRU. HAVE THE = 
L_j «ou ARE NOW MY BUT CHELLANA WAS SO OVERCOME OLD KING EXECUTED AND RULE GIVE THESE ORDERS TO 
EYES AND EARS. f BY GRIEF SHE COULD NOT SPEAKS IN YOUR OWN RIGHT! THE PRISON WARDEN. 
TELL ME ALL T | WANT THEM 
THE NEWS. m SPEAK TO ME,CHELLANA! CARRIED OUT 
; HOW FARES OUR WELL, DEVADATTA. IMMEDIATELY, 
DAUGHTER -IN-LAW P 1 SHALL BE GUIDED 
WHEN WILL YOU BE BY YOUR ADVICE. 
А GRANDMOTHER P HOW R 
ARE THE OTHER 


TAKE THIS, 
O BEARER OF 
GLAD TIDINGS! 
Å SON IS BORN 
TO ME TODAY. 


FEAR NOT CHELLANA. 
HE IS MY SON! THE 
HOT-HEADED YOUTH IS 
MISGUIDED. HE WILL 

SOON REALISE HIS 
MISTAKE. 


HOW STRONG IS THIS 

» LOVE FOR MY SON 

COURSING THROUGH 
MY HEART THOU 

I HAVE YET TO 

SEE HIM, 


NO f my 
FATHER SHALL 
NOT DIEf I WILL 

Å REVERSE MY 

ORDERS. 


DEVADATTA 
WISHES TO SEE 
YOU, SIRE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MUST HAVE FELT 
THE SAME WAY 
WHEN HE FIRST 

HEARD OF MY 

COMING P 


AND |, ዘዌ SON; 
HAVE GIVEN ORDERS 
TO EXECUTE HIM 


REAL/SAT/ON THAT HE WAS BEING MISLED 
CAME 70 AUATASHATRU, BUT ALITTLE 700 
LATE. THE SECOND LETTER WAS FROM THE 
WARDEN OF THE PRISON TO REPORT THAT 
HIS ORDERS HAD BEEN CARRIED OUT, 


OH, NO? I HAVE PUT 
MY OWN FATHER 
TO DEATH Í FIE 


TELL HIM 
I SHALL 
SET EYES 
ON HIM AGAIN AS 
LONG AS I LIVE. 
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